
West Bridgewater Historical Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

June 21, 2021 

 

Location:  West Bridgewater Town Hall - Small Conference Room 

For the record, it must be pointed out that this is the first meeting of the West Bridgewater Historical 

Commission since February 12, 2020, due to pandemic and resulting State of Emergency. 

Called to order: 6:40 P.M. 

Physically Present:  Commission Members:  Bob Bevis, Joan McAndrew, Tom McAndrew, Dorna Bevis, 

and Chris Newman 

Remotely Participating:  Commission Member Jon Ames 

Bob called the roll as required for remote participation.  All members physically present as well as Jon 

responded present to the roll call. 

Quorum met with five of the sixth members physically present and the sixth member participating 

remotely. 

Tom distributed copies of the minutes of the February 12, 2020, meeting.  After review members found 

a total of two typos.  Tom moved to accept the minutes as corrected, Chris seconded, and the motion 

passed unanimously on a roll call vote. 

Joan reported a balance of $1,750.00 in the current fiscal year Operating Budget due entirely to the 

pandemic.  The Museum Donation Account also remained unchanged at $4,334.95. 

Next item on the agenda was the Town Museum.   Bob reported that the Museum door has a new lock 

donated by Ron Snell and Linda Simpson.  Chris said she would send them a “thank you” note for their 

donation. 

Bob added that the Museum was in dire need of a cleanup since it has been closed for over a year.  

Members discussed the possibility of hiring someone to do the cleaning.  It just so happened the janitor 

was in the building during the meeting.  Bob asked her if she would be interested in cleaning up the 

Town Museum.  She said yes and that the Commission should contact Assistant Town Administrator 

Linda Torres to make arrangements.  Joan agreed to contact Linda.  Chris made a motion to hire a 

cleaning person at the current prevailing wage, Joan seconded, and the motion passed unanimously on 

a roll call vote. 

Bob reported no change to the Town Hall storage situation and that he would contact the new Fire Chief 

about cleaning up Combination One fire truck in the Town Museum.  Bob noted the Jury Bell roof has 

been repaired as noted in the Annual Report. 
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Discussion then moved to CPC funding of the Town Museum roof reshining.  Bob stated that the West 

Bridgewater Historical Commission does not have the expertise to secure bids for the work and that bid 

procurement be handed off to Town Administrator Dave Gagne, Building Inspector, Mike White and 

D.P.W. Director Chris Iannitelli.  After discussion, Chris moved that the WBHC enlist the guidance of the 

three aforementioned individuals to obtain three bids to reroof the Town Museum, Tom seconded, and 

the motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.  Bob said he would email the three individuals 

involved this week and cc WBHC members. 

Under new business Bob reported a resident wanted to donate a piano that once belong to 

Congressman Hasting Keith.  After discussion the members agreed that the museum doesn’t have the 

room or climate control for the piano.  Joan agreed to contact the potential donor to decline the piano 

gift. 

The Boston Post Cane was next on the agenda.  Chris reported that the next eligible recipient is Ralph 

Robbins.  She had contacted Ralph and his family are happy to accept the Cane, but had not proceeded 

due to the pandemic, but she will now follow through. 

A safe for the Town Museum was the next agenda item.  After discussion Chris moved to spend up to 

$250.00 to be taken from the Operating Budget for the purchase of the safe, the motion was seconded, 

and the motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote. 

Bob addressed the last new business item on the agenda, Commission Member status.  He announced 

that for health reasons he wanted to step down as Chairman of the WBHC and asked if any member 

would volunteer to replace him.  No member volunteered and Bob reluctantly agreed to stay on as 

Chairman.  Tom said he would continue as Secretary and Joan added she would stay on as Treasurer. 

Bob asked if there was any newer business.  Hearing none, Chris moved to adjourn, Tom seconded and 

the motion to adjourn passed unanimously on a roll call vote. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 P.M. 

Next meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 27, 2021, at 6:30 P.M. in the small conference room. 

Respectfully submitted by Tom McAndrew 

 


